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One particular briefing from WFO Mount Holly stood out for its frank and persuasive
language and effectiveness in focusing immediate attention on the gravity of the situation. On
Sunday. October 28. the Meteorologist in Charge (MIC) at WFO Mount Holly posted a personal
plea (Figure 13) for coastal residents to evacuate if requested to do so by local officials. This
MIC used a combination of history and a forceful plea fo consider how remaining in their homes
as rising waters trapped them would affect others. Many EMs interviewed pointed to this plea as
the point when they realized the true magnitude of the threat. A media representative commented
going “outside of the box ™ in this manner may have saved lives.

jte and local officials,

if you are bemg ashd toevac e aq
please do so. ‘

o rode out the ‘62 storm

do és think about the emergency
when you make the panicked phone call
me/reoovery teams who will rescue you if you are
ains if you do not survive,
erous storm. There will be major property damage,
: dable, but the goal is zero fatalities.
orm r-hyped and exaggerated, please err on the side of
; call me up on Friday [contact information is at the end of this
briefing) and yell at me =l you want.
* 1 will listen to your concerns and comments, but | will tell you in advance, | will be
very happy that you are alive & well, no matter how much you yell at me.
* Thanks for listening.

. Gary Szatkowski — National Weather Service Mount Holly
."Vt. e@-

Figure 13: Personal plea issued by WFO Mt. Holly MIC. Sowrce: Mt Holly WFO
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1. Move faster, accelerate up
the coast...impacts only 1 day

|+ ofronger winds: 75 - 17amph
§  (Noreasters usually 30 - /0mpn)

“ Weakens over colder water, cant stall
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1. Mowe faster, accelerate up
the coast...Impacts only 1 day

» otronger winds: /2 - 11omph
{  [Norgasters usually 3U - /Omph)

“ Weakens over colder water, cant stall

* More Intense threat...out happens
far less often (sometimes decades)
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ASHsWEDNESDAY STORM#

042" OF SNOW

~“eWINDS TO.70 MPH -
eMAJOR COASTAL EROSION
*40-FOOT:OFFSHORE WAVES
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- olower speed, longer event:
Impacts can last from 1 - 4 days
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¥, Slower speed, longer event:
Impacts can last from 1 - 4 days

|~ Tropical storm force winds common:
HuUrricane force gusts rare/possile

“ Storm can stall... maintain strengtn

* Multiple Nor'easters each year
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DEADLY STORMS LEAVE
THOUSANDS POWERLESS

2 children,
4 boater die:

Fire guts

historic . r die;
church in electricity is
Longport days away
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